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Read ~ to inspire 

 

 

"Teach Like Your Hair's on Fire: The Methods and Madness 

Inside Room 56" is a book by Rafe Esquith, a veteran teacher 

known for his innovative and passionate approach to education. 

In the book, Esquith shares his experiences and insights gained 

from teaching fifth grade at Hobart Elementary School in Los 

Angeles, California. 

The book offers a combination of practical teaching 

strategies, personal anecdotes, and reflections on the 

challenges and rewards of teaching. Esquith emphasizes the 

importance of high expectations, creativity, and dedication in 

fostering a love for learning and academic excellence among 

students. 

Key takeaways from "Teach Like Your Hair's on Fire" include: 

High Expectations: Esquith believes in setting high 

expectations for students, regardless of their background or 

circumstances. He challenges his students to excel academically and 

morally, pushing them to reach their full potential and strive for 

excellence in everything they do. 

Creative Teaching Methods: The book showcases Esquith's 

creative teaching methods, including hands-on projects, interactive 

lessons, and real-world experiences that engage students and make 

learning fun and meaningful. He believes in teaching beyond the 

textbook, incorporating music, drama, and field trips to enrich the 

educational experience. 
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Building Character: Esquith emphasizes the importance of 

teaching character education alongside academic subjects. He 

instills values such as honesty, integrity, and responsibility in his 

students, fostering a culture of respect, empathy, and kindness in 

the classroom. 

Cultivating a Community: Esquith prioritizes building a sense 

of community and teamwork among his students. He creates a 

supportive and inclusive classroom environment where students feel 

safe to take risks, make mistakes, and learn from one another. 

Teacher Passion and Dedication: Above all, "Teach Like Your 

Hair's on Fire" highlights the passion and dedication that Esquith 

and other outstanding educators bring to their profession. 

Esquith's unwavering commitment to his students' success serves 

as a powerful reminder of the profound impact that teachers can 

have on the lives of their students. 

Overall, the book offers inspiration and practical guidance 

for educators looking to make a difference in the lives of their 

students, demonstrating the transformative power of passionate 

teaching and genuine care for students' well-being and academic 

growth. 


